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the terrace of the
Grand Hotel De
Londres.
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Marva Cafein
Galata, Istanbul. g
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There has been a dramatic increase in art events in the city over the past few years.
Fow do you see events such as Art International, Contemporary Istanbul etc
Benefiting the city?

Well, it’s a reality that having two ambitious art fairs in the city caused a certain
smount of competition, which creates a very stimulating atmosphere in terms of the
events, projects and network that forms around it. 'm not sure if this giant city has
that many ‘art lovers’, which will feed both fairs financially in the future, but it is
possible to see its impact today among art people.

Where have you seen the most exciting developments in recent times in the city -
situtions, galleries, museums etc)

The Beyoglu area is always exciting for its institutions, galleries and museums.
Karakoy is also gaining its momentum as a spot that attract art crowds. I just hope all
of them last!

Which museums and historic sites do you most like?

I think Istanbul itself is a historic site. However I like being in the
historic peninsula where the Topkapi Palace, Hagia Sofia and a lot
of museums are. Despite the reductive effect of heavy tourism, it is
still fascinating. And I'm really looking forward to the new
contemporary museums that are on the way.

Where is a great place to hang out and relax?

I live in Beyoglu and I spend most of my time here. So there are a
lot of places to go but Urban, imdi Cafe and Mavra are the places
that I really feel at home. The terrace of Grand Hotel de Londres is
a place that I like for the view of Golden Horn. Other than that,
going to a hamam regularly is something I started to do after
moving to Istanbul. I usually go to Cemberlita Hamamu, not only
for a timeless experience in a place built by Architect Sinan in 1584,
but also for the healing and regenerative effect of it.

Where do you like to shop? Any unusual and unique shops in
Istanbul you can recommend to us?
There is no specific shop I go but I really like little boutiques and

. small shops in the Galata, Cihangir and Cukurcuma areas. I think

going small and local is something we should invest for a better
environment both social and ecological.

Istanbul’s knownod - where would you recommend to go and

Simit [bread] is a classic and might be the most consistent thing in
Istanbul. A 17th century traveller, Evliya Celebi, wrote that there
are 70 bakeries in Istanbul making simit in 1630. It is circular bread
with sesame seed on it. It is a food that everybody loves - even the
seagulls... it’s a must, to feed a seagull with simit while commuting
to one continent to the other.

Do you have a favourite hidden part of town you like to visit?

This is a very old and a very big city and I especially enjoy walking
on the streets that I've never walked and talking to the people there.
1t’s incredible how different lives just live side by side.

When's the best time of year to come and visit?
I think anytime could be just great or disastrous in Istanbul! You
should just be prepared for anything...

What would be your advice to the first time art-lover visiting
Istanbul?

Last year many of the most exciting ‘art’ happened on the streets
realised by the public during or after the Gezi protests. I think it
enabled us to see each other and taught us the joy of doing things
together. It was just amazing. There are still projects coming along,
fed with the Gezi spirit. Apart from the listings of galleries and
museums, I suggest them to connect with local people to discover
some unlisted events taking place around the city. Kadikdy is an
area on the Asian side that host lots of events, spaces and artist
initiated projects. £mY
wwiw.galerizilberman.com/zilberman/burcak-bingol
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